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Following for the Prime Minister from the Foreign 


Secretary* 


Be rlin 

Yesterday we began the process of smoking out the 
French and trying to get Couve to come clean on his 
objections to negotiation* 

2. He will acquiesce in Rusk talking to Gromyko and 
does not, indeed, mind if Rusk gets into substance. Rhat 
he does not want to do is to fix a Foreign Ministers or ^ 
any other kind of negotiating meeting. He goes on repeating 
•that to do so would put us at a disadvantage and bring us 
right up against the crisis and a possible war. i?hen asked 
whether waiting for Mr. Khrushchev to. sign his treaty and 
then having to deal with the D.D.R. direct does not involve 

the same dangers, he is evasive. 

3. Rusk said to me at the end of the day that he would have 
to go ahead with Gromyko and if he was convinced that there 
was a basis for negotiation the French would "just have to 

face up to the position". 

4. I sat next to the President at lunch. He thinks that 
the three ingredients we should put into a package are: 

(1 ) Oder-Neisse 

(2) de facto recognition 

(3) some scheme for thinning out of arms. 
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He is obviously heading for a negotiation, but he is very 
worried that Khrushchev does not believe that if access is 
brought to an end there will be war. Rusk will begin by telling 
Gromyko that he must understand that there will be war if he 
squeezes out 7est Berlin and the President clearly means it. 

He pays a lot of attention to the military build up and wants 
it to carry conviction with Mr. Khrushchev. He, himself, is 
obviously exerting pressure to get on with the job. It is, 
however, clear beyond doubt that he is equally intent on finding 
an answer through negotiation. 

5. I am satisfied then that the two principals, the President 
and Rusk, mean to negotiate whatever some of their advisers 
may say and will not be deterred by the French. 

6. One more impression on Berlin, and that is that we won’t 
have much trouble from the Germans if Adenauer wins, except on 
plans to thin out weapons, which they detest. The President 
asked if I saw a Western summit fitting into ‘the picture. 

I said we must keep this in mind and review the matter after 
Rusk’s probe. 7/hat I would like to see was a probe by Rusk which 
would carry us a long -gay towards a settlement on Berlin. Then 
the Foreign Ministers or Heads of Government of the four Powers 
could get together to map out a programme for a wider series 
of agreements between Bast and West. 

7. Laos . The President told me that he thought we must 
abandon all thought of war in Laos and that we should go all 
out for installing Phouma as Prime Minister. He said that the 
United States could not possibly have Germany and Laos on their 
elate at once. I wonder if the Russians think so. But here 
again the two principals are determined on a policy and I think 
they will be strong enough to see that their sabotaging officials 
(who are still working hard) do not succeed. 

3. Co ngo . Both the President and Rusk are very worried about 
the Congo. Their politicians, like ours, are asking what all 
our expenditure of energy and treasure has been for. 


I am seeing Rusk alone this morning. 
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Sir E. Hoyer Millar 
Head of Centro! Dent 
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